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Second Sunday of Easter (C)
Acts 5:12-16

Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19
John 20:19-31

Easter for the Family

‘ ‘ These [signs of Jesus] are written that you may come to

Dear Famlly: believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
Read the reflection about God’s through this beliefyou may have life in his name. 9 9
—John 20:31

mercy, and discuss the “Ponder
and Pray” questions and prompts,

thinking about how Our Lord is

calling you to act. Then, consider

the challenges of the “Live It”
section, and have fun with the

family activities.

Radical Mercy

Divine Mercy Sunday reveals the
scandalous depth of God’s love and
forgiveness. Justice demands that

we receive what we deserve, but
mercy offers something far greater—
the love and grace we desperately
need. The story of Rudolf Hoss, the
commandant of Auschwitz, illustrates
the transforming power of God’s mercy.
Responsible for millions of deaths,
Hoss lived a life seemingly beyond
redemption. Yet in his final days, he
sought confession, received absolution,
and encountered God’s mercy through
the sacraments.

This story challenges us to reflect on
the radical nature of Divine Mercy. If

deepest wounds and break through our no limits. Trust in his love, seek

God’s love could reach even someone o )

o N . hardest defenses. reconciliation through confession, and
with sins like those Hoss committed,
how much more can it transform our On this Divine Mercy Sunday, ask allow his mercy to flow through you to
lives? Mercy is not about excusing yourself, Are there parts of my life others. The choice before us is clear:
sin but about opening our hearts to where [ feel unworthy of forgiveness? Will we accept the justice we deserve or
God’s grace, allowing him to heal our Remember, God’s mercy knows the mercy we need?
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— Ponder and Pray

» Reflect on the justice you Live It

think others deserve versus the Mercy is the love of God we need the most but deserve the least. This
mercy you need. How does this week, choose mercy by trusting God with your brokenness. Pray the
shape your understanding of Divine Mercy Chaplet, offering it for yourself and others. Reflect on this
God’s love? question: Will I choose the justice I deserve or the mercy I need? Jesus’
Passion and Resurrection invite us into a deeper trust in his love, a love

» Jesus’ sacrifice on Calvary is

. that heals even the deepest wounds. Embrace his mercy and share it with
the ultimate act of mercy. How

. . . those around you.
can you live out this mercy in

your interactions with others?

e Mercy requires trust in God’s
love. How can you deepen your

trust in his mercy, especially in

moments of doubt or pain?

Fun for
the Family

( ; ather as a family and
create a “Mercy Chain.”

Cut strips of paper and, on each

one, write ways you can show

mercy to others through deeds,

words, or prayers. Link the

strips together to form a chain, '
and hang it somewhere visible Dive Dee per

as a reminder of God’s mercy. Scan here to watch Mass for the
Second Sunday of Easter with

Fr. Mike Schmitz

Each day, choose one act from
the chain to complete. Discuss

together how living mercy can

deepen your trust in God and

help you bring his love to those

who need it most.

Or go to:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Sqd55SIxGSE.

Fr. Mike Schmitz, a Catholic priest and evangelist, is the award-winning host of these Ascension podcasts: The Bible in a Year (with Fr. Mike Schmitz)®, The Catechism in a Year®
(with Fr. Mike Schmitz), and the Fr. Mike Schmitz Podcast. Fr. Mike is the director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the Diocese of Duluth as well as the chaplain for the Newman
Center at the University of Minnesota-Duluth (UMD).
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